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getting out of the port reached Cumand, and ordered that all
the people, excepting the sailors, should hide themselves
below deck, so that the Indians, perceiving but few Span-
iards, should more easily be tempted to go on board, sup-
posing that they had come from Spain direct and not from
San Domenico. Accordingly the Indians, seeing the ship,
approached the banks of the river and asked whence they
came; to which it was answered from Castillo, and they were
desired by signs to come nearer the ship. Still the Indians
were doubtful that they were from Haiti, and wished to
ascertain; so a few of them went near, thinking they should
be able to distinguish whether it came from Spain or from
some other country. They brought many pearls, pretending
that they came to barter, and seeing so few Christians on
board, they made sure that they were from Spain, and not
from Haiti; and that they had not the most distant know-
ledge of their rebellion, so that they would be able to do
with these as they had done with the rest, and consequently
rejoiced much among themselves. The captain received
them kindly, and bartered for their pearls, pretending not
to know anything, and by signs entreated them to go and
fetch more pearls if they wished still to barter; and also to
bring provisions for the crew. Therefore, when the Indians
landed, they informed the cacique that they found but few
men on board the ship, so that they could easily kill them
all; upon which he ordered that a great many of them
should return to the ship, and should manage so as to make
those few Christians jump on shore. The better to accom-
plish their intention, they were to tell the captain that the
governor of that place had a great many pearls for barter;
and with this ill-woven tale they returned to the ship. The
captain now perceiving that there would be a good grasp,
thought he need not wait any longer, so made his soldiers
rush up from their hiding place, and, laying hands upon
the Indians who were on board, took some of them pri-